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Our Mission

Georgia’s Friends provides programs and services in the Charlottesville-Albemarle community to help

women suffering from drug and alcohol addiction and co-occurring mental health challenges.  

Georgia’s Healing House, the signature initiative, provides hope and healing through a safe, therapeutic

and structured home for women in recovery.
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Our Story

Georgia’s friends came together in 2006 after their friend, Georgia Barbour, died following a long

struggle with alcoholism. They believed that Georgia would be alive today if she would have had a safe

and supportive place to live, recover and heal from her disease. In 2010, Georgia’s Friends, Inc., was

incorporated as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping women recover from

alcohol and drug addiction. 

 

Alcoholism, drug addiction and the opioid crisis contribute to the growing number of individuals faced

with devastating loss as the result of addiction, which can happen to anyone, anywhere. Addiction

affects the individual, their families and children, and the community at large due to the loss of a

competent and functioning individual who can no longer care for herself or contribute to others or the

community.   

 

Recidivism is a complicating factor, as well as a common occurrence for people whose lives have been

destroyed by alcohol and drug abuse.  The recidivism rate for women is higher than for men. Many

women have been incarcerated for non-violent offences and face daunting odds against success in

becoming functional in society, especially as they face returning to the environment that initially led to

their problems. 

 

Georgia’s Healing House, established in 2015, is the first recovery home in Charlottesville to provide a

supportive therapeutic living environment where women can grow, maintain sobriety and build a new

life. As the signature initiative of Georgia’s Friends, it fulfills the vision of creating a home and

community where women can heal, regain what they have lost, and overcome the ravages of addiction.

 

Women may live at Georgia’s Healing House for up to two years, thus giving them sufficient time to

truly change their lifestyles and habits, while creating a new foundation for independent living. Each

woman arrives with unique needs and challenges. They are assisted in integrating into the community,

securing basic needs, finding employment and in meeting any court-ordered requirements. Each

resident has an individualized recovery plan and is assisted in connecting with community resources to

ensure they receive appropriate services that will assist them in rebuilding their lives. Residents are

required to work and/or attend school and they attend daily recovery meetings. Residents contribute

to the house by completing regular chores, cooking group meals, and volunteering to help others in

the neighborhood and larger community. Women are referred to Georgia’s Healing House by local

social service agencies, the courts, the regional jail, Region Ten Community Services Board, and other

community groups and individuals. Costs are minimal so the women have an opportunity to rebuild

without the worry of supporting themselves financially. 

 

Georgia’s Healing House is a place of hope and healing, where women begin to recover, manage their

disease and learn how to live as competent, caring and independent members of the community and

society at large.
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HIGHLIGHTS
2018
In July 2018, Georgia’s Healing House

relocated from the Woolen Mills area to

405 Ridge Street. All the women residents

had moved by the end of July and settled

into the new house. Georgia’s Friends

successfully raised over $550,000 to

purchase the Ridge Street house as a

permanent residence for Georgia’s Healing

House. A grant of $125,000 from the Perry

Foundation was matched by generous

donations from individuals in the

community.

The new residence is a fully-renovated

Victorian house in the heart of

Charlottesville, convenient to public

transportation with many local resources

for food, medical care, shopping, and other

services. The Ridge Street house is

surrounded by beautiful mature gardens

which create outdoor living spaces. The

residence provides a beautiful, comfortable

home where the women of Georgia’s

Healing House can grow and flourish.
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2018 Giving
                       $20,000 and Above

Susan Hall

Joseph and Robert Cornell Foundation, The

Susan B. Morris

Oakwood Foundation-Charitable Trust

Perry Foundation, Inc., The

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

William Tompkins, M.D. and Dorothy Tompkins, M.D.

                        

                        $10,000 - $19,000

BAMA Works of Dave Matthews

Dammann Fund, Inc., The

Philip Halapin

Sue Hess and Tom Mix

Janet Nunn

Karen Turner

Ruth Wadlington

 

                        $5,000 - $9,000

City of Charlottesville-ABRT

County of Albemarle-ABRT

Page Gilliam

David and Judith Grissmer

James J. Griffin Family Foundation

Alan and Bess Kane

Nelson County Community Fund

Sun Trust Foundation Central Virginia

Marsha Trimble

Twentieth Century Merchants Fund

 

                       $1,000 - $4,999

Albemarle County Rotary Club

Thomas Albro

David and Anitra Archer

Joanne and John Blakemore, IV

Gerri Carr

Rebecca Tarkington Craigand James Craig, III

Dan and Therese Elron

Emmanuel Episcopal Church

First Presbyterian Church

Grace Episcopal Church

Hantzmon and Wiebel, LLP

Junior League of Charlottesville

Samuel and Deborah Kellams

Talitha LeFlouria

Ben and Kate MacKinnon

Rozanne Oliver

 

              $1,000 - $4,999 (continued)

Phyllis Ripper

Risk Protection of Virginia

Rivanna Garden Club

Nancy Roche

Debbie Scott

Shelah Scott

Joyce and William Seibert

Gregory and Joan Swanberg

Jay and Elizabeth Swett

Louise and Edward Tayloe, II

UVA Nursing School

Alison and Bernard Webb

Nancy Weiss and Carol Wise

 

                     $500 - $999

Deborah Arrington

Katherine Brooks and George Baller

Dean and Mary Barber

Lillian and Michael BeVier

Diane and Richard Brownlee

Buford Family Fund - Community

Foundation for Greater Richmond

Carol Burkhardt Cooper

Robert and Theodora Carey

Charles Fund, Inc., The

Charles and Kim Cory

Roberta and Ivan Crosby

Janet and Anthony Foderaro

Karen and Neal Goodloe, Jr.

Robert and Lucy Huff

Gary and Janie Hunter

J. and E. Berkley Foundation

James and Judith Jaeger

Kathryn B. and F. Troost Parker Fund

Byrd and Mary Leavel

Bill Leggett

Ann and H. Carter Myers, III

Leland Nettles

James Edward Hurley and Susan Roth

Daniel Smythe

Janice and John Stalfort

Bernice and Armand Thielblot

Gregory and Karen Wells

James and Elizabeth Wright

Genevieve Zarnick



                               $1 - $499

Byrd Abbott

George and Susanne Abetti

Carolyn and William Achenbach

Albemarle Heating and Air

Patricia and Robert Alderman

Marian Alexander

Amanda Norris Ames

Patricia Artinian

Paticia Asuncion

Roger and Donna Authers

Barbara Baditoi

Jane and William Baer, Jr.

Sharon Baiocco

Patricia Duncan and Robert Ballard

Audrey and George Barlow

Virginia Barnett

Beth Bassett

David and Carolyn Beach

Heidi and James Bell, IV

Susan Bender

Andrew and Frances Boninti

Richard and Kathleen Ford Bonnie

Patsy Botkin

Pamela and Lucius Bracey, Jr.

Pam Brady

Sarah and Eduard Brau

Vikki Bravo

Laurence and Nancy Briggs

Peter and Nancy Brooks

Donna Broughton

Bruce and Wendy Heifetz Joint Trust

Maureen Burkhill

Camille Burnett

Fern and Cleveland Campbell

Archer Campbell

Mary Hill Caperton

Heather Carlton

Martha Carpenter

Blair Carter

Cindy Cartwright

Sara E. Cary

Patsy and Charlie Chadwick

Anthony and Edith Champ

Charlotte Chandross

Peter and Diane Chapin

Sue Chase

Sam P & E.C. Clarke

Tanya L. Denckla Cobb

Stephen and Anne Colgate

Adrienne Consylman 

Francis and Mary Louise Coolidge

Kay Cooper

Martha and George Craddock, Jr.

Patricia Craft

Everett and Candace Crosby

Mary Cummings

Murielle and Stephen DeWekker

             $1 - $499 (continued)

Kristin Dolan

John and Melanie Dorofee

Ruth Douglas

Thierry Drapanas

Shari Durbin

Rosie Eash

Mary Ellen Edmonds

Tracey Elder

Eternal Attic, The

Joan Ferguson Fadden

Joan Fenton

Fidelity Charitable

First Insurance Group Futurity

Denise and Victor Foster

Jeffrey and Kay Fracher, DDS

Dorothy Galloway

Connie Gamble

Blair Gammon

Morjory Giuliano

Maria Graham

Mary Anne Grant

Great Terms Insurance Company

Helen Gregory

Diane Grieder

William Grover

Sonja Haimes

Lori Hammer

Robin Hanes

Hilary Harwood

Barbara Harmon

Norman and Diane Harpster

Lynn Harrelson

Olivia Hart

Charlotte Hayes

Marc and Tracey Hedrick

Linda Heisey

Dana Henderson

Connie Hendy

Heidi Henyon

William and Marsha Herbert

Marlene and Andrew Hess, Jr.

Hillside Garden Club

Elizabeth and Robert Hopkins, Jr.

Lisa and Randolph Huffman 

Nancy Hunt

Carol Hunt 

Leslie Hunter 

Berta Hysell     

Tyson Janney

Judy Johnson

Nina Johnston

Joan and J. Scott Kammire

Heather Kellams  

Tom and Lois Kelly

Sandy Kerns

Mary Klein

David Kohm



   $1 - $499 (continued)

Amanda Korman

Frederick and Susan Kramer

Penelope Krell

N. Kenneth and Judith LaFleur

Bill Landford

Brian and Susan Lee

Diane and Grady Lewis

Tara & John Little

Kristen Atkins and Jason Lyman

Cathy Mares

Nancy Markos

Kathi Marshall

Michele Martin

Michele Mattioli

Sue McCoy

Maureen McCusty

Stephanie Tatel and Christian McMillen

Susan McNeely

Alice Meador

Pauline Meador

Page Megonigal

Virginia Meislahn

Kathryn Merone

Diane Metzler

Eugene Meyung

Jenny Mikulski

Marilyn Millard

Lorna Derry Miller

Margaret Miller

Norma Miller

Mary Jo (Daisy) Moga

Suzanne Moomaw

Donald and Lisa Morin

Lynn and John Morris, III

Alvin and Barbara Muller

Susan Murphy

Merrick and Steve Murray

Marsha Musser

Patricia Olson

Susan Overstreet

Valerie Palamountain

Ellen Pate

Jean and David Patterson

Lydia and John Peale

Sarah Peaslee

Linda Perriello

Don and Jill Pettit

Judy Polhemus

Brian and Amy Pollok

Phyllis Popkin

Linda Porzio

Lauren Powlovich

Susan and James Quisenberry

Linda and Jeffrey Reisner

Carolyn Rhondeau

Norman and Jennifer Rittenhouse

Sybil Robertson

              $1 - $499 (continued)

Glen and D. Kay Robinson

Carol Robinson

Paul and Annie Sartori

Stephen & Elizabeth Schmitz

Martha and David Schneider

Elizabeth Schrank

Ruth Schulder

John and Betty Scott

Daniel and Rita Seale

George Seavy

Magaret Shapiro

Henry Shelton

Douglas Shoenberger

Kiersten Shue

Sara & Brian Shullaw

Janet Smith

Ray Mishler & Patricia Smith

Cynthia Smith

Judy Smith

Vicki Snead

Mary Louise Spear

Anne Dechert & Oz Staley

Dr Bonnie F. Straka

Henry and Ellen Strauss

Cindy and Rob Strickland

Martha Susinno

John and E McNeel Syka

Ed and Margaret Szeliga

Suzanne Tanner

Carol Taylor

Ann Gill Taylor 

Belda Thomas

Peter Thompson

Marge Thompson

Sheldon and Donna Tompkins

University Baptist Church

Roderick and Jacquelyn Vawter

Janet Vitiello

Mary W.

Porter and Elizabeth Wafler

Beverly Wann

Constance Warnock

Dr. and Lucy Wallenborn White

Robert and Charlotte Wilcox

Marcia Wilds

Mary Kaye Willis    

 Sally Wilson

David Wimberley

Cindy Woodward

Constance and Andrew Wright

Judith Wright

Dona Wylie

Linda Yoder

Matthew and Sarah Yoder 

Zachary and Abby Yoder

Patricia Yorke


