
Providing health, healing & hope to
Charlottesville's women in recovery

Members of MVMNT Church’s Serve Team with 
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2021 was another successful year for Georgia’s Friends despite the

challenges of year two of the pandemic. This report reflects our

accomplishments, which were only possible because of our amazing

staff, our Board, our volunteers, and our generous supporters from the

Charlottesville-Albemarle community and beyond.

At a time when most treatment centers and other referral sources were

curtailed because of COVID-19, we were reminded how vital it is for

women in early recovery to live in a supportive community with a

structured program as they journey toward health, wholeness, and

sobriety. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to a special group of donors who came

together to pay off the mortgage on Georgia’s House and Cottage in

2020 and 2021. This extraordinary gift will reduce our annual expenses

by $13,000 and save $10,000 in interest yearly. The philanthropy of

these donors will enable us to focus all of our resources on enhancing

our programs and supporting our residents in their recovery.

We are always mindful that especially in uncertain times like we have

faced this year, we depend on your help to sustain operations and

continue to serve women in need. Thank you for your faithful support

in 2021 and for your commitment and dedication to our mission in the

years to come.

Yours in hope and healing,

Page Gilliam
President, Board of Directors

A Message from Our Leadership 
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2021 IMPACT

Our Mission
Georgia’s Friends provides programs and services in the local community to help

women suffering from substance use disorders and co-occurring mental health

challenges. Georgia’s House, the signature initiative, provides hope and healing

through a safe, therapeutic, and structured home for women in recovery.

Our Vision
Georgia’s Friends will be a leading resource in the region for women’s recovery from

drug and alcohol addiction.

GeorgiasFriends.org

“Georgia’s  Friends was a l i fesaver for me and my whole family,
particularly during the pandemic.  We could feel  the support of  the

donors and volunteers.  The dinners,  the care packages,  being
remembered at the holidays when it ’s  so hard to be away from your

family.  It  was amazing to feel  loved during the darkest moments of  our
lives.”  An Alumna

residents served 29

new! Joy Project launched!

4 successful transitions

3,984 safe bed nights provided

Kumud Vanderveer (center) with two residents who 
participated in Kumud’s Bollywood Fitness class.



The Board of Directors adopted a revised strategic plan incorporating new initiatives.
These include enhancing case management and resources to help graduating residents
make stronger transitions and increasing efforts to foster diversity and inclusiveness.

Thanks to a fully forgiven PPP loan, we were able to maintain staff at full pay with no
layoffs or reductions in hours.

In-person 12-step meetings and workshops resumed at Georgia’s Cottage.

We replaced the aging roof on Georgia’s Cottage and began much-needed exterior
renovations thanks to a grant from the Perry Foundation, matched by contributions from
First Presbyterian Church and members of the Board.

A team of volunteers and businesses came together to give our garden a stunning make-
over, providing a lovely space for renewal and contemplation.

Our staff was trained on sexual orientation and gender identity, enabling Georgia’s Friends
to receive a Cville SafeSpace certification.

We established the new Faith-Based Initiative Committee in response to the very generous
volunteer offers and donations that have come from many different places of worship.
With this new committee, our goal is to work in a more-organized way with these
wonderful community partners.

We held our first annual in-person fundraising event since the beginning of the pandemic,
“Walk A Mile in Their Shoes.” At a mountaintop home in Albemarle County, friends old and
new celebrated Georgia’s Friends and our residents with a mile-long hike, a hearty country
breakfast, education about addiction and recovery, and the testimony of Georgia’s House
alumnae.
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2021 AT-A-GLANCE

GeorgiasFriends.org

Alum Andrea Carter 
shares her story

One of the educational
signs lining the one-mile walk

A stunning view  for our 
inaugural fundraiser



The Hon.  Edward L .  (Ted)  Hogshire ,  Board of  D i rectors
Ted served as  judge of  the Circuit  Court  for  the City of
Charlottesvil le  where he presided over the Charlottesvil le-
Albemarle Drug Treatment Courte for  nearly 16 years.  He teaches
the UVA Law School  seminar Therapeutic  Justice and the Evolving
Role of  Specialty Courts .

Denise McFadden, Executive Director
Denise is a veteran marketing and communications professional with 30
years’ experience growing non-profit and for-profit businesses. She comes
to Georgia’s Friends with expertise in business leadership, client
advocacy, team building, media relations, and marketing/development
strategy.

Celeste Goodman,  Manager  of  Operat ions
Celeste joined Georgia’s  Friends in the newly-created Manager of
Operations position.  She has developed exceptional  management
and organizational  skil ls  through a 14-year career as  an
entrepreneur and business owner,  event planner and manager,
private estate and restaurant manager,  and pastry chef .

Joanne Blakemore,  Board of  D i rectors
Joanne comes to the Board as  a  long-time Georgia’s  Friends
volunteer,  having brought meals  and been a  companion to the
residents since our early days.  With her extensive experience
serving on boards of  leading organizations,  Joanne brings extensive
skil ls  to the Board.

Lanie  Veckman,  Board of  D i rectors
Lanie is  a  veteran member of  many non-profit  boards and comes to
the Board with f inance and business development skil ls .  Regarding
her interest  in Georgia’s  Friends,  she said,  “I  believe that  raising
women up can l i ft  entire communities .  Georgia’s  House is  a  safe
place for  women to begin to rebuild their  l ives after  the pains of
addiction and become a strong force for  good.”

GeorgiasFriends.org
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New Staff & Board Members

Farewells
In 2021,  we said farewell  to our former executive director,  Mary Anne Grant,  and

our administrative director,  Kimberly Wilson.  Thank you, Mary Anne and Kimberly,
for your service and your many contributions to the growth and strength of

Georgia ’s  Friends.  We would also l ike to thank retiring Board members Tina Kral l
and Amanda Ames for their dedicated service to the organization.



Experiencing joy during recovery is one of the most important
factors for long-term success. In early sobriety, a future without
drugs or alcohol can look like endless deprivation. In 2021, we
introduced the Joy Project, a holistic program of activities and
learning that supports our residents’ recovery journeys. The Joy
Project offers positive, healthy activities that help the women rebuild
an organic sense of joy, purpose, and well-being. The goal is to fill the
void created when residents remove drugs and alcohol from their
lives.

Activities have included equine-focused recovery, trauma-informed
yoga, meditation, Bollywood fitness, hiking, kayaking, and
therapeutic horticulture.

Finding Joy in Recovery

 A  resident with her equine partner.  
Teva.  at  equine-focused recovery.

“At Georgia’s  House I  was in a safe,  structured,  and disciplined
environment – something I  needed and never had in my li fe .  I  got a

sponsor and worked the 12 Steps.  I  got into counseling.  And,  I  got my
CDL driver ’s  l icense and was a ful l-time transit  bus driver for the

City of  Charlottesvil le ,  a job I  love,  for two years!"  An Alumna

05 |  Georgia's  Friends Annual Report 2021

GeorgiasFriends.org

The board and staff of Georgia’s Friends would like to extend a sincere, heartfelt thank-you to

a special group of donors who came together in 2020 and 2021 to pay off the mortgage on

Georgia’s House and Georgia's Cottage. Eliminating our mortgage will reduce our annual

expenses by $13,000 and save $10,000 in interest. Their generous gifts enable us to focus all

of our resources on enhancing our programs and supporting our residents in their recovery. 

A warm and humble thank-you to...
 

 THE SMITH FAMILY "ALWAYS AM" FUND
 

THE BAMA WORKS FUND OF DAVE MATTHEWS BAND
 

OAKWOOD FOUNDATION CHARITABLE TRUST
 

DOROTHY AND BILL TOMPKINS

With Gratitude . . .



Thank you to our supporters!
 

“Georgia’s Friends will be known as a model non-profit organization using best practices in the

Charlottesville-Albemarle community. Supporters will know that a contribution, whether monetary or

as a volunteer, will be used wisely and effectively.”    – Georgia's Friends 2021 Revised Strategic Plan

Our volunteers gave abundantly to provide our residents a sense of stability, safety, and comfort. There

are so many people who helped us day in and day out to support the women of Georgia’s House. These

are just some of the individuals and organizations who’ve helped us accomplish great things in 2021
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Kimberly Popovsky, who leads yoga for our residents once a week.

Martha Ballenger, Oz Staley, Nancy Gordon, Lisa Drake, Annie Sartori, and Elaine Oakey who
provided our residents with transportation in 2021.

The many people who bought groceries for new residents for their first week at Georgia’s House.

Brian Mulcahy, who took Georgia’s House recycling to McIntire Recycling Center every week.

Marcia Wilds, a volunteer since 2018, who helps us with critical data entry and office work.

Members of MVMNT Church, who help with carpentry projects and take on much-needed
groundskeeping work.

Kumud Vanderveer, who has led residents in yoga and Bollywood Fitness.

Gail Todter of Integrated Health & Horsemanship who creates beautiful healing environments that
nurture our residents in their equine-focused recovery journeys.

Volunteers from First Presbyterian Church who provided care packages and holiday gifts for
residents.

Members of the Albemarle Garden Club who created spring flower arrangements for each of our
residents.

A dedicated group of volunteers and Board members who delivered Sunday dinners for the residents
two times every month.

Board members who participated in the Joy Project by taking residents hiking and kayaking, giving
cooking classes, and taking residents to brunch and movies.

The Neale, Cooper, and MacDonald families who adopted Georgia’s Friends during the holidays.
These families not only donated gift cards and made a generous contribution to Georgia’s Friends,
but also purchased a new Mac and wireless printer to help the residents with job searches, resume
building, online 12-Step and intensive outpatient therapy meetings, and other technology needs.

 

“I  was constantly making poor decisions and causing wreckage in my
life .   However,  thanks to Georgia’s  Friends,  I  have been given the tools
to deal  with l i fe ,  learned to have relationships,  and have my daughter

back in my li fe .  I ’m truly grateful .”  An Alumna
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT

GEORGIA’S FRIENDS, INC.
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021

During 2021,  we were honored to receive the extremely generous f inancial  support  of
the many individuals ,  foundations,  governmental  agencies,  and organizations that
helped sustain our operations and enhance our programs.  THANK YOU for making al l  of
our 2021 accomplishments possible!



Georgia's Friends is primarily supported by individuals in the community.
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REVENUE RESOURCES
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DONOR LIST
$50,000 and above
Tessa Ader
Dorothy & William Tompkins, M.D.

$10,000 - $49,999
County of Albemarle
Bama Works Fund of Dave Matthews Band at the 
    Charlottesville Area Community Foundation
Joanne & Haywood Blakemore
Manning Family Foundation
Susan B. Morris
Perry Foundation, Incorporated
Frederic W. Scott, Jr, In Honor of Karen Turner
The Smith Family “Always Am” Fund
Karen Turner
Twentieth Century Merchants Fund of 
     Charlottesville-Albemarle Retail Merchants  
     Association at the Charlottesville Area 
     Community Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Community Endowment Fund at the Charlottesville 
     Area Community Foundation
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
First Presbyterian Church
The Ed Ford Fund at the Charlottesville Area 
     Community Foundation
Laura & Lee Grimes
Heiner Family Fund at the Charlottesville Area 
     Community Foundation
Estate of Bess Kane

$2,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Thomas Albro
Gerri Carr
Christopher & Megan Carter
Page Gilliam
James J. Griffin Family Foundation

Hantzmon Wiebel LLP
Jamie & William Heard
Connie Hendy
Nancy Horn
Nick & Natasha Lawler
Heidi Rex & White Matthews
Marion Meythaler
James & Willa Neale
Annie & Paul Sartori
Scarpa Inc.
Jay & Elizabeth Swett
Taste of the South
Alfred & Debbie Weaver, In Honor of Helen Elizabeth 
     Weaver
Alison & Bernard Webb

$1,000 - $1,999
William & Carolyn Achenbach
Roger & Donna Authers
Jane & William Baer Jr.
J&E Berkley Foundation
Richard Billmire
George Beller & Katherine Brooks
Diane Brownlee
Buford Family Fund - Community Foundation for a 
     Greater Richmond
The Charles Fund, Inc.
Suzanne Tanner Chitwood
Christ Episcopal Church
Carol Burkhardt Cooper
Matthew & Katnerine Cooper - In-kind Donation
Roberta & Ivan Crosby
Dan & Therese Elron
Huffman Family Fund-Short Term at the
     Charlottesville Area Community Foundation
Rachel & Graham Lilly
Loring Woodriff Real Estate Associates
Robert E. McConnell Foundation
Amy McFadden
Ms. Bruce Murray

Donations received in 2021.



DONOR LIST
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James & Susan Neale
Janet & John Nunn, In Honor of Laura Pettit
Elaine Oakey
Kelley MacDougall & Mike Pausic
Rockfish Presbyterian Church
Quantitative Investment Management Fund at the 
     Charlottesville Area Community Foundation
Rebecca C. Quinn, a Donor Advised Fund of USAA 
     Giving Fund
Tricia & Robert Ramsey
Bryan & Jill Ricapito
Nancy Roche
Oz Staley
Gregory & Joan Swanberg
Marsha Trimble
Lanie Veckman
The Virginia Association of Recovery Residences
Michael & Alexandra Walls
Sarah Whitney
Blair Williamson

$500 - $999
Heather Carlton
Charlotte Chapman
Marguerite Clavel
Patricia Craft
Holbrook R. & Sarah M. Davis Foundation
Allison & Peter De Boer
Janine & John Dozier
Mason Fogg
Mary & Bob Gibson
Mark Giles & Lisa Hogan
Cara Goodwin
John Conklin & Meg Jay
Richard K. Kiser
Byrd & Mary Leavell
Courtney Jenner Manning
Karen Moran & Wistar Morris Family Fund at the
     Charlottesville Area Community Foundation
Ann & H. Carter Myers III

Thomas & JoAnn Neale
Rozanne Oliver
Kathryn B & F. Troost Parker Fund at the
     Charlottesville Area Community Foundation
Sojourners United Church of Christ
The Stultz Foundation
Charlotte Wilcox
Tom & Gail Williamson
Kerin Yates
Zarnick Family Foundation

$1 - $499
Anonymous
Dean & Mary Barber
Mary & Lucien Bass III
Gregory & Helen Bassett
Clark & Barbara Baumbusch
David & Carolyn Beach
Lillian & Michael BeVier
Julian & Beverly Bivins Jr.
Victoria Blackford
Karen & Jimmy Blair
Verna Joy & Sam Boatwright
Bocock/Hitz Fund at the Charlottesville Area
     Community Foundation
Sara Bon-Harper
Pamela & Lucius Bracey Jr.
Philip & Katharine Brooks
Fern & Cleveland Campbell, In Honor of VIcky Norwood
Susan C. Carr, In Honor of Gerri Carr
Charles & Pat Chadwick
Jeanne Chamales
Kiran Kalsi Chapman
Darlene Charles, In Honor of Mary Pauline Hoffman
Derwood & Johanna Chase Jr.
Robert & Janis Chevalier M.D.
Colleen & Matthew Chulis
The Church of Our Saviour
Stephen & Carol Clarke
Sam P. & Elisabeth Clarke
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Brian & Gwyn Conway
Jenny Crocker
Ashley Cullop
Margery Daniel, In Honor of Elaine Oakey
Madelyn & John Deal
Christopher Doran
Ruth Douglas
Patricia Duncan & Robert Ballard
Elizabeth Eisenstadt
Deborah Elder
Laura Farrell
Marilyn Flinn
Frost Montessori School
Edward & Elizabeth Gatewood
Meredith Gentine
Louise Gilliam
Walter Douglas Gilpin, In Honor of Karen Turner
Tiffany Gloeckner
Mary Alice Green
William & Harriett Grosh
Margaret Guggenheimer
Martha Haertig
Colby Shepard Hall
Robin Hanes
Tracie Harvey
Michael Henke & Judy Campbell
Ruth Hill
Carol Hogg, In Memory of Joyce Siebert
Edward & Diane Hogshire
Linda Hunt
Carol Hurt
James & Judith Jaeger
Joan Jay
Ellen & Jason Jones
Daniel & Lewellyn Jordan
Janet Kaltenbach, In Honor of Annie Sartori
Debra Kirschnick
Nancy & James Knorr
Tina & Cori Krall
Ludwig Kuttner

Donna Landen
Jacqui & John Lazo
Diane & A. Grady Lewis
William & Sarah MacDonald
Kathlinda Marshall
Catherine & Robert Lively
Ben & Kate MacKinnon
Michele Martin
Stephen & Caroline McLean, In Memory of 
     Michael Albro and In Honor of Tom & Betsy Albro
Alice P. Meador Fund at the Charlottesville Area
     Community Foundation
Elizabeth Meiberg
Bonita & Michael Metz
Eugene Meyung
Lorna Derry Miller
Merrick & Steve Murray
Valerie Newcomb
Paula & Rob Newcomb
Joan Newcomb, In Memory of Taylor
Lisa O. Jones
Cheryl C. Pearson
David & Elizabeth Perdue
Victoria Pouncey
Region Ten Community Services Board
Linda & Jeffrey Reisner, In Honor of Drs. Dorothy & 
     William Tompkins
Jennifer Rinehart
Glen & D. Kay Robinson
Whitley & Chuck Rotgin
Frederic Scott, In Honor of Karen Turner
Shelah Kane Scott
Daniel & Rita Seale
William Seibert
Janice & John Stalfort
Bernice & Armand Thieblot
Marilu J Thomas
Jane Thomas
W. McIlwaine & Elsie Thompson
Elizabeth Turner



DONOR LIST
12 |  Georgia's  Friends Annual Report 2021

GeorgiasFriends.org

David & Ellen Turner
Jennifer & Frank Winslow
Amanda Norris Ames
Patricia Artinian
Andrew & Frances Boninti
Perri Rush Brown
Eleonor Nielsen Buet
Maureen Burkhill
Candace Burton, In Honor of Heather Kellams
Robert & Carol Carter
Anne Cressin
Douglas & Hildrene DeGood
Sandra Dickson
Tracey Elder
The Eternal Attic
Dan Everard
Deborah & David Garth
Celeste Goodman
Bruce & Wendy Heifetz Joint Trust
Robert & Lucy Huff
Joan & J. Scott Kammire
Tom & Lois Kelly
Penelope & Richard Krell

Frances Lee-Vandell, In Honor of Meredith Scott
Nate Lengi
Virginia & Gordon Lindsey
Michele Mattioli
Claire Mellinger
Marsha Musser
Carol Hurst & Jon Nafziger
David & Ann Normansell
Lizzy Park
Roy Wheeler Realty Co.
James Schader
Martha C Schneider
Schneider Electric North America Foundation
Aileen Selmeczi
Ray Mishler & Pat Smith
Donna Tompkins, In Honor of Drs. Dorothy & 
     William Tompkins
Sarah Tracey
Nillia Varner
Charleen Whitehead
Lesleigh Willie
Michael & Margaret Wills
Judith Zeitler
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405 Ridge Street

Charlottesville, VA 22902

434-284-7817


